An article by Leigh Gower for XCITY magazine 2007.

A City graduate has put his course skills to good use, re-designing a website for a remote Himalayan school.
Rik Williams (Electronic Publishing, 2006) came across The Druk White Lotus School, in Ladakh, Northern India, while looking for a client organisation for the Design and Layout module of his course. He was so attracted to the school’s ambitious scope and remote geographic location that he continued the project on for his dissertation.
“The school does much more than teach some kids to read and write,” Williams says. “Its programme is influential in shaping education policy for the whole of Ladakh.
Williams hopes that the site’s new Flash media will tell stories from the school interactively, and encourage visitors who have travelled the region to donate. The news blog replaces a quarterly pdf newsletter and includes a comments section. It can be received via bi-monthly email subscription. 
Electronic Publishing senior lecturer, Neil Thurman, says bringing in real clients allows students to use their expertise for worthy projects. 

 “The biggest difficulty was sourcing suitable media for the site’s background,” Williams says. The school closed for the winter holidays before suitable pictures could be taken, and the Leh-Manali highway that connects Ladakh to the outside world can be snowed in for up to half of the year.
Philip Cornwall, Vice Chair of the Drukpa Trust which represents the school in the UK, hopes the school will take over management of the site in the coming year or two. The area has no internet connection at present, but the trust is in touch with the head teacher by phone on a weekly basis.
“The website is a way of reinforcing communications,” Cornwall says. “We hope we inspire people to become involved and reach into their pockets to give a donation or sponsor a child.”
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