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Srincipals Diesk

beus, Mm-Sk Siry

Dear friends, supports, wellwishers, parents and my loveliest of all, my students,

At the beginning of my note I will very judiciously like to acknowledge and
appreciate the enormous hard work of sweat and toil that has been put into
producing, yet another master piece of the Drukskat-2017". This
is huge achievement in itself as it is one of the most daunting and
unnerving task, involving manifolds of individual and collective
work summoning and consuming so much of extra efforts beyond
official hours. I strongly and truly believe that a school magazine
does not just serve as coffee table magazine or a shelf name but is
the clear reflection of a school beyond the regular. The school
magazine serves as the mirror of the school, which reflects the
academic and co-curricular activities of the students,
highlighting their multifarious achievements. Besides providing
a compact academic schedule, specials opportunities are offered
" to explore and excel in the various cultural and literary skill by
participating at school, district, state level and foreign countries.
Creativity is the real unlocking of the minds and plays vital role
in the development of the students' creative talent. I sincerely
congratulate the students and my dashing and zealous team of
teachers on their creative writings and the positive involvement
of all in helping the magagzine its next birth! This is your unified
dream of ever inspiring memoire!

In my this 4th, running year of term, as the Principal of The
Druk Padma Karpo School. I take tall pride and feel most
blessed to be cocooned by the unwavering guidance, support and
blessings of H. Holiness the Gyalwang Drukpa, our founding
fathers. H. Eminence, Thuksey Rinpochey, The Drukpa Trust
London, Live to Love Chapters, the school Management,Parent representative
Board, my indispensable and pillar support! “The team and my ever inspiring
students”. The experiences are overwhelming and the responsibility too infinite. It's
the trust and belief of all that propels me to treacherously stretch all horizon to
explore beyond the mediocrity of learning and teaching and main stream school
functionality! Let us move forward like an armada, unhindered by any kind of
negative force to provide education and learning beyond books and syllabus.... as
life skills and not job skills.... Let us pledge to be a constant and rigorous team
committed to be the ideal of our student !

[ am very sure of one thing that just a page of a message is never sufficing to express
the real emotions and goals as school headers . I would like to reflect on the quote
which really inspire me as a teacher and a learner “ It says it ...and it says it all”

“GREAT SCHOOL LEADERS AND TEACHERS.... constantly pay
attention. They build a culture focused on student's conscious and progressive
learning, rather than just information delivering. They confront mediocre teaching.
They invite. They inspire. They support, each other and school staff in ways that
leads to improvement through mutual trust and admiration.”

So let us all walk hand in hand and shoulder to shoulder .... bearing the
conspicuous torch of Knowledge...that not only helps in shaping an educated clan
but to mould the student into individuals who prove to be- ethically strong, mentally
sound, culturally rooted, professionally affluent and compassionately humans. 1
would call this a successful education scenario.

Wish you all well.
Cordially

Stanzin Kunzang (Chottness)
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Note of Appreciation

We are very grateful and indebted to all the people
who have worked relentlessly and unconditionally
to make education along with boarding facilities of
good standards available to even the less-
previliged and isolated. The Druk Padma Karpo,
headed by the Chairman, the Principal, Staff and its
students are highly thankful to all the beautiful
souls who have supported the children and the
school through their sponsorship programmes
whether individual or mass. We are beholden to the
ever supporting-Drukpa Trust-London, Arup
Associates-London, Live to Love Programmes of
the globe, Lille Fro Foundation-Australia, New
Lives and.New Beginnings-Dubai, Nomadic-
France, DWLS-Singapore Group and Rose Bud
Foundation.
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DRAGONITE'S FoOurR HOUSES

COURAGE

Moral courage is virtue of higher caste and noble origin than physical.
Courage ought to be guided by skill and skill armed by courage.
True courage is the result of reasoning.

Resolution lies more in the head than in the veins true courage means cool, calm, reasoning
and learning forever!

Wisdom is to the mind what health is to the body.

Wisdom is the right use of knowledge.
To know is not to be wise.

Many men know a great deal and are all the greater fool for it there is no fool so great a fool
as knowing fool.

But to know how to use knowledge is to have wisdom.

A wise man's day is worth a fool life.

8



DRAGONITE'S FoOurR HOUSES

=
HARMONY

The highest education is that which doesn't merely give us information but make our life in

harmony with all existence.

By uniting we stand by dividing we fall.

Unity does every thing when it is perfect its satisfies desires, simplifies needs, foresees wishes
and becomes a constant fortune.
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The Core Academic Team with Student Council Dr. Ishey Namgyal
Deputy Chair

Tashi Tsering The Infant Section Team
Office Co-ordinator
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In the middle of Dholakpur

The early years of learning can be a torrid time for young minds. And also a precarious one. Unlike
it was back in the days, today's children have a whole new world of information and learning to
deal with, which can wear them down.

As teachers in the Infant section, we understood that there was a need to make learning more fun
than it already was. But there lay the challenge! How can we continue to keep them engaged for
over seven hours a day and still make it interesting?

That's when Ma'am Principal came to our rescue with an infectious idea. And 'Dholakpur' was
born!

'Dholakpur' is a new recreational room nestled in a comfortable corner of the infant section. The
whole idea of the room was to provide kids with a special room where they can rejuvenate their
minds after a hard day of A B C's. The name of the room was chosen to add a graphic comic and
cartoon twist. And itimmediately resonated with the kids!

Dressed in vibrant colours and glitters by all the Infant teachers, the room doubles up as an indoor
play room with space to colour, paint and dance and enables visual learning in interesting ways.

Apart from being able to develop skills and let their tender creative juices flow, it gives the kids a
chance to get out of the class room environment. And as a result, when they return the next
morning, we see that the smile they left school with, hasn't disappeared from their faces.

Inthe end, is that not all that matters?

| Ma'am Yangchen, Section Head — Infants

A True Teacher

A true teacher does not teach the students to compete. She teaches excellence. In today's world,
there is competition to score 'good' grades and percentage. Parents also pressurise children to
perform their best. We are putting so much burden on them at a very young age and they are very
innocent and don't have the ability and capacity to resist our authority and therefore they suffer.

A true teacher will understand this and will nourish them with knowledge and wisdom to bring out
their best. She will motivate students and will become the very backbone of her children.

Students are like seeds of a flower that, when given tenderness and support, will blossom and
spread their fragrance and bring sheer joy.

Moral education is necessary in this world which is full of temptations and guidance becomes a
true teacher's duty. A loving teacher will be successful in tempering the extreme pride of a stubborn
student and teaching humility.

My teacher once said, “A child's mind is impressionable like soft dough, give it whatever shape you
want but give it the shape which suits the child's nature.” A true teacher is like a lit candle and
illuminates thousands of bright little candles...but she must melt to do so!

B | Ma'am Stanzin Nakdon, IT Department - Junior
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When I enter the DPK School

When | enter the school,
It gives me new hope,
Sky is the limit, so aim for the stars!

Blessings of His Eminence

Makes my life meaningful.

His holy advice changed my mission,
Teaching has become my passion.

First talk with Principal Ma'am,
A lady full of triumph!
Makes me feel at home.

The school song makes me cry,
| know the reason why!

It holds the essence of honesty,
It holds the essence of morality.

| met with unique personalities,
Cooperative teachers with great capabilities,
Providing me with learning opportunities.

| met with real learners,
Moral values are their priority,
Giving respect to all,

Is their morality.

When | enter DPK School,

It gives me new hope!

| Ma'am Stanzin Dolma, Science Department - Middle

My kids

| am a teacher. It is how | define myself. A good teacher isn't one
who gives the answer out to the kids, but is understanding of
their needs and challenges and provides tools to help them
succeed. That is the way | see myself. Whatever it is that | will
do eventually after politics, it will have to do a lot with teaching.

| call my students “my kids”. Not because | teach them, but
because in all our years together, they are not just kids on my
class list, they become a part of my heart.

| Jigmet Lhamo, Social Sciences Department - Middle




He's not much of a talker, Morup Namgail. Even the little conversation he makes seems like a
forced effort to keep things moving until his wife serves cups of khunak. He, of course, doesn't
realise that he doesn't have to try hard to be polite. Ladakhis are a soft spoken people.

Namgail le looks younger than his age at first glance, but the weathered eyes betray him. He is one
of the many I've had the chance to meet in Ladakh, who are caught between two hugely different
worlds, one where Ladakhi values, tradition and way of life were sacrosanct and the other, newer
one where those very strings that held the community together are now being threatened as
development begins to seep into the region, after years of being an isolated and enigmatic Shangri-
la.

For most of its life, Ladakh has been cut off from the world, until it opened doors to tourism in mid-
1970s. With stunning landscapes and rivers, it has been hallowed grounds for hikers and trekkers
ever since. But cut to the second decade of this century and the inflow of tourists has jumped up a
mind boggling 500 times and more.

The economy, which until recently was mostly sheep and yak herding with some agriculture, is
now driven by tourism, bringing in money like never before. And in the process, encouraging locals
to move away from agro-pastoral livelihoods.

It's hard for tradition to fight things that development and technology have to offer. Development is
usually a good thing. It means electricity in places that never saw light after the sun sank behind
that mountain and road connectivity to public healthcare centers offering respite to pregnant
women who earlier had to hike across mountains when the time came.

Yes, it usually is a good thing. Until one part of the community starts enjoying its benefits and
propels ahead while another is caught grappling with its pace and misses the bus. And as the years
go by, that faint gap begins to widen and new values enter the community. Many of which are
fuelled by a growing capitalist mind-set in the local population.

Namgail le seems reluctant to catch this bus. He has of course bought a ticket on it (his home is a
homestay during the summer months) but the front seats have already been taken. And those that
have occupied them may not be his best friends anymore. Like they were many years ago. They are
sitting ahead and he'll have to take one of those uncomfortable backseats.

PS: Namgail le and his family were very kind to accommodate me for a few days in September
2016. Their home, the last of the 6 households in the tiny hamlet of Ulley, easily has the best and
most stunning view of the valley, overlooking massive Himalayan Mountains. They warmed hearts
with their simplicity and will stay in my mind forever. Stanzin, Namgail le's 20-something son, who
grows wheat and potatoes with his family and also works as a trekking guide during the summer
months, has summited the 6,150 meters Stok Kangri a number of times. He has promised to join
me on a hike back to it. Not as a guide, as a friend.

- | English Department - Junior
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That feeling of gratitude

It is a great pleasure to work as the sponsorship coordinator of the school. Though it is a
fantastic opportunity to be a part of this prestigious institution in any capacity, being a part
of the school's sponsorship efforts gives me an even bigger feeling of contributing.

Sponsorship for under-privileged children driven by people across the world is a unique
feature of the school. This allows us to impart formal and moral education, and enable
students to become leaders in their own right at a very nominal fee. Most of our sponsors
are gracious enough to foot all expenses of a child, whereas a very tiny percentage of them
pay for partial expenses.

Being gracious and thankful for everything we have and to those who provide it, is not an
easy virtue to find in these fast times. But it certainly is something that the children in the
school have learnt from our sponsors.

We cannot thank them enough for the continuous support that they have been extending to
us over the years. In most cases, sponsored children do well in academics. But some need
a little more hand-holding than others and are certainly putting up a hard fight.

They are in safe hands though. Because the school stands firmly behind them.

f\

o,
fht-#i | Ma'am Sonam, Accounts & Admin

Baby steps in a noble profession

What made me get into this profession? The primary reason is the desire to serve my
people. And | truly believe that being a teacher is the best possible way to contribute to the
society that | live in.

It is not easy when you are a B.Tech graduate and instead of becoming an engineer, you
choose to pursue a career in teaching, something that is considered just plain foolhardy.
This is maybe because our society judges one's capabilities from his or her earnings rather
than passion and desire. For me, it has never been about what you can become, but
always about what you want to become.

Apart from farmers, teachers are probably the main pillars of society, who work relentlessly
to bring a change for the better. For all the engineers we have in the world, the world
should have been doing better than it is, you would think.

Six months since | started teaching at this school, and | have had a lot learnings during this
time. We learn something new ourselves each day, and that is how it should be with
teachers.

At the end of the day, the feeling of satisfaction for all that | have been able to deliver gives
me a good night's sleep. | have been very lucky to have a good team of teachers to learn
from and work with, none more than the leader....the Principal.

| Sir Jigmet Toldan, IT Department - Senior
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Let's give creativity a chance

The art room lies in the palm of the campus and is a place that gives the children a chance to be
creative, to learn and grow.

In Ladakh, as is across India, nearly all parents still feel that bringing home good marks in
academics is imperative for their child to have a secure future. But they usually miss the point
that training and development in the fields of creative, visual and performing arts can build
certain qualities which are hard to find in textbooks.

Which other stream of learning during school enables the child to use both hands to
accomplish a work of self-creation? Bilateral coordination of hands is an often used but less
trained skill in most people. Try juggling three balls in front of a mirror! Many knot experts in the
navy (a more essential life skill than we think) and master typists have an inclination towards
creative arts. Surely we cannot ignore such correlations!

Apart from fine tuning motor skills, making works of art and building self-styled crafts help
build certain traits in the child which are much desired by all. While waiting for the paint to dry
on the straw basket that she just finished putting together, the young child begins to practice
the art of patience and control at a very tender age.

But things do not always go as planned, so crafts are a good way of introducing a child to the
concepts of problem-solving, ambiguity and being flexible, since there is no right or wrong way
of exploring one's own creativity.

And apart from all these, arts and crafts drive home a feeling of self-accomplishment and
confidence. The wide, beaming smile on the face of the young girl, when she is hailed for her
small piece of creation, is priceless. Believe me!

Founder's Day is celebrated in school every year with great gusto and pomp, but kindergarten
kids do not get a chance to participate in the event. They needed a platform to showcase their
budding talents and expend their bursting energies.

And that is when the idea of 'Blooming Day' came up. A day that is completely dedicated to the
little champions of the Infant section, Blooming Day is an event that provides every single child
a chance to get on stage and sing and dance.

Into its second year, the event was a huge success this year, with performances from the
toddlers to hit songs ranging from Venga Boys' “We like to Party” to Bollywood's “Bum Bum
Bole”. At the end of the day, it was gratifying to see parents and families who were in a state of
happy shock after watching their little ones on stage. Many did not have words to express and
just clasped the hands of the teachers tightly, while their eyes relayed a silent “Thank you” note.

But more than anything else, the kids found the perfect channel for their energies!

| Infant Section
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Sports and games

Nobody can deny that games are a part and parcel of life. In fact, life itself is a constantly a
game and the world our playground. While we play the game of life, we have to exercise the
virtues of courage and bravery. It is hard work but with keen observation and patience and a
willingness to try new things, we can all turn into good players. Sports and games teaches and
equips one with the skills necessary to overcome challenges that life throws at us.

Sports and games become especially important for youngsters as it helps them to develop their
bodies as well as their minds. They help build character and instil values in young minds.

If a child is physically fit, then he/she is also mentally fit. A sound body usually contains a sound
mind. A healthy person is always hopeful and cheerful. On the other hand, an unhealthy person
leads a painful and miserable life. Life can become a burden.

Games and sports also encourage a sense of equality, cooperation, discipline, teamwork,
patience, punctuality and tidiness. They add much-needed colour to an otherwise dull and
monotonous life.

Today, sports and games have assumed much importance in most people's lives. A career in
sports is slowly becoming attractive and lucrative across the world. And with various
governments around the world thankfully supporting the cause of sports through special grants
and privileges for sports person, the future seems bright.

A former athlete, Ma'am Richen is a hard-core ambassador of sports and outdoor activities.

| Ma'am Richen Dolma, Physical Education Department

A Walk in the wilderness

A nature camp for students in association with
the Nature Conservation Foundation

Spending two days in the outdoors was an experience as fresh as the first spring flowers. The
nature camp organised by NCF India gave students of 6th grade the opportunity to move out of
the school campus and take in all that nature has to offer. Their natural curiosities aroused, they
found themselves exploring and lost in a world of wonder and awe. They became receptive and
curtailed their mischievous selves. All because the purpose was to observe quietly and learn
about the plethora of flora and fauna in Ladakh.

During the camp in September 2017, many activities had been arranged for. From mountain
hikes, camp fires and learning about wolves, wild cats and herbs, adventure and discovery had
all been weaved into one wholesome experience. Student members of the Himalayan Nature
Club now have memories that they will carry with them forever.

| Ma'am Stanzin Dolma, Science Department — Middle Section
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A time for bonding — Teachers' tour diaries
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~

Ladakhis are natural hikers because we live in the Land of High Passes, but thanks to our
profession, we had been consumed by all the demands of a teacher's life. Many of us hadn't
climbed highin a long time, so scrambling up that mountain pass was a stiff ask.

However, the whole world became a beautiful place again just as we groped edges of the last
few rocks to reach the top. Once we reached the summit, the sense of achieving something,
more so conquering our own self-doubts, made the effort worth it.

The academic year as it is, it is not often that the school staff carves out a breathing period for
itself. But that is exactly what the Principal insisted we do. A 3-day outing for the whole team
with one and only one instruction....go chase fun!

A day-long hike in Sham Valley from one beautiful village to another, gave the staff many
opportunities to interact across the board over almost everything under the sun. We hopped
and jumped across gurgling streams, picture-perfect grasslands and tiny villages, often
exchanging notes about what worked and didn't inside classrooms. We were one with the
elements, bringing back a flood of memories from childhood.

At the end of three days, we had hiked, warmed ourselves by bonfires, danced like giggly school
kids and reminisced about old times.

Before we left for the outing, all of us were great colleagues. But we returned as great friends. A
closer bond has ensured that we became a more tightly run ship. And what makes it even better
is that our children are reaping the benefits inside their classrooms.

| Ma'am Tsetso and Ma'am Yangchen
English and Social Sciences Departments — Middle & Junior

That's a 'Fine' way to do it, said the Library

f

\

Sometimes, it can be hard to encourage students to speak in English all the time. As a Math
teacher, | recognise the importance of English skills as much as Math skills. Both are essential
life skills and as teachers, we are all always putting in a continuous effort to teach our students
these.

Sometimes, it becomes necessary to incentivize students to speak in English. As the class
teacher of 5th graders, | decided to impose a small fine of Rs. 10 every time a student deviated
from English to any other language during my class. We are an English medium school after all!

| wasn't sure if this would act as a detriment because the first couple of months saw a steady
flow of money being collected as fine. | myself was guilty to it and ended up paying on three
occasions. But slowly, the collection of fines reduced. The ploy had worked! Students had
begun to speak in English. By this time, we had also collected a sizeable amount of money.

And there was only one to spend it...books for the Library! With the amount, students along
with me went to the market and bought story books for the Library, adding to its collection. All's
well that ends well, | guess!

| Rajeev Kumar Mirupa, Math Department — Middle Section
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The English Speaking Contest
Let's fix that starting trouble, shall we?

Learning to speak English can be hard. There are hundreds of grammar rules to remember, not
to mention memorizing completely new words of a foreign language. As adults, we know that
benefits far outweigh the pain that one goes through learning it.

But how do we get kids excited to speak English, and more importantly, begin to think in
English? Throw in a pair of Ice Skates, and voila! Their engines begin to sputter to life and the
starting trouble is largely fixed. And with time, this culture of speaking English will become
behavior.

The original idea was to open this contest for all

children of the school, but it was decided to pilot it
with the Junior kids, so that we can more effectively
measure the outcome of the effort.

Ice Skating is a hugely popular winter sport in Ladakh.
A pair of skates doesn't come cheap, so it turned out to
be the perfect positive incentive to grab children's
attention. The contest will run through the end of
November 2017, followed by a final 5-minute
presentation in English by the finalists to teachers and

Sonam Lanzes | 4A

The English speaking contest is
showing great improvement in my
pronunciation as well as spellings. |
think that if I put more effort, my
English will become perfect. And I
also think that if I get the ice skates,
one day they may break, but my
English speaking will never break.

the Principal.

English will be very useful to me in
my whole life. I can communicate
easily with people. [ will try my best to
win the ice skates.

Inside class rooms, we are beginning to see the
difference in speaking skills and confidence of the
kids. The building blocks are falling in place. We!ll
keep you posted!

| Sir Varun, English Department — Junior Section

~~_ Skate Competitit
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Surviving a supernova explosion

It's the last period of the day and I'm hoping that the kids won't be as jumpy as the previous
class. | have to introduce them to a new member of the village today.

In the past few days, we've been visiting a village called “Grammar”, getting to know its
inhabitants one by one. The kids are well aware of the family living in the first house, the head of
the “Grammar Panchayat” — The Articles, who have only three members in their household.
They are also familiar with residents of the next three houses — Nouns, their close relatives
pronouns and verbs.

The objective today is to introduce them to occupants of the fourth house, but I'm not sure if |
can get there. There's an explosion waiting to happen and | can smell it.

“All my fault!” | mutter to myself. The carrot | dangled yesterday in front of them is coming back
to bite me. As a reward for doing well in the weekly test, | had promised to show them a video
for 15 minutes today, something about Mars. As | approach the class, | take a deep breath and

open the door and....Kaboom!

‘ ‘ A sudden and huge explosion hits me as they come running towards me. “Good afternoon,
Sir....Video....video...remember you said video?...Do you have the laptop today, Sir?”. It feels
like the supernova. I'm cornered. “Time to fire that voice missile now” | tell myself.

“Alright....that's it”, | announce as loudly and calmly as | can. Within a couple of seconds,
dominance has been established. There's an eerie silence. One of them musters the courage to
place his demand on behalf of the whole class. “But Sir...you said yesterday that....”

“| know what | said” | cut in. Silence again! As the class settles down, we get down to the
business of watching a clipping of The Martian. As Matt Damon walks around the surface of
Mars, | see many kids with their mouths open, eyes fixated on the screen. “Is Mars really like
this, Sir?” someone asks.

A quick glance at the watch tells me there are only 10 minutes to go. But I'm having the best
moment of the day. The look on their faces and the barrage of questions that hit me after | shut
the video down makes it worth all the time and effort. Adverbs will have to wait one more day!

| Sir Varun, English Department — Junior Section
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The Lap of My Mother Rigzen Angmo | Class : 9A
-

World itself is strange,

Celebrating all its gratitude,

But lacking in thanking someone worthy,
No one knows who she is!

The one who has taken

All the burdens,

Has led our soul

With her abilities and strength.

Yet no one properly thanks her!

Yes, no one feels her love and care!

So a daughter cries out,

'Why do they never look at your moist eyes?"
Mother, your eyes are the lakes of Heaven!
Lips like the ocean of joy!

Smile like the blooming of a rose!

Lap like the dream house of your off springs!

We can live without religion and meditation,
Not without her unconditional love.

Oh! My dear mother,

Where are you in this vast world?

[ fail to find you.

Your remembrance kills me every moment!
Your love tears my heart apart.

| wish to see your loving face,

| dream of you,

| miss your love.

My love for you is uncountable like the stars!

My faith towards you is doubtless and boundless!
Come once more into this world,

I'll be no more trouble to you!

\- J

A short story of my Mom and me Stanzin Chuskit | Class : 58

4 )

Today, | want to say something about my mom. She was eighteen years old when | was born. When |
was five years old my father left us. Now my mother looks after me. | am eleven years old.

She is employed in the Army C.S.D. She earns almost ten
thousand, only in one month. She always tries to give me
everything. My mom loves me so much and scolds me if | do
anything wrong.

My mom struggles for my education and daily needs. We look like
sisters and live like friends. | share everything with my mother. She
understands me very well.

| want to say lots of thanks to God for giving me such a good mom.
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Why I Love My Cat

Rigzen Angmo | Class: 9A

My cat name is Kitty. Her colour is white. She
is so good and a cutie. Her mother's name is
Jolly.

My cat is so small. She has only a mother.
She loves to drink milk. She also loves her
mother.

ITIMUN 2016 in Mumbai (Model United Nation)

Jigmet Skalzang shares her experience in the big city Jigmet Skalzang | Class :

/

“...It was very exciting to learn that | was
among the few that been chosen to attend
the conference in Mumbai.

The biggest takeway | had from the
conference at Taj was the chance that |
got to interact with hundreds of students
from across India.

| have always been curious to know how
boys and girls of my age in other schools !
of India are. And this conference satisfied
my curiosity.

| felt like the frog that had jumped out of
its well to discover a whole new world. Now, when I'm in a group of people, | no longer feel shy or
under-confident to express my views.

Another thing that | learnt was that what we learn in books do not give 100% knowledge. Some things
just have to be experienced to learn new things.

Also, | came back feeling important. Because, during the conference we were made to discuss world
issues, while acting as diplomatic delegates of different countries.

More than anything else, when | saw people from every corner of the country, | realised something
else...Although | stood there nervously and proudly representing my school, | realised that | was also
representing the whole region of Ladakh.

Most kids did not even know where Ladakh was on the map. | felt a sense of pride and responsibility for
being a part of a process that was trying to put Ladakh on the map, and still remember feeling goose
bumps...”
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The Colours of the World Jigmat Lundup | Class : 88

4 )
What is the colour of the world? — L ——
Actually on the globe and the map, the
colours are green and blue. If we look : g
towards the village, it is very colourful! : - N & N e

Trees are green, the sky is blue with
white and grey clouds, mountains are
brown and houses are white and
yellow!

Now the city is even more colourful!
Roads are grey and black and vehicles
on them are in all the colours of the
rainbow!

Towards evening the skies are radiant =S¥
and blush with colours of crimson and Feamr «
gold! In winter, the mountains shine in

the light of snow, a mysterious shade of white!

Is the world really as colourful as it looks? Or, green, brown and blue as on a map?

\_ J

“If Music be the food of love, then play on...”
- William Shakespeare in Twelfth Night Stanzin Zomskit | Class : 9A

Geeton main zindagihain, Yehi meri chaahat hain”
“l have a small dream, a dream in which there is
music, music in which there is life, a life that is all |
want”

Once upon a time, there lived a sorrow in a young girl's
heart that was very hard to deal with. Nothing seemed
to help her fight it. Until one day, her hand reached out
to a special medicine and pressed 'Play'....and music
took over. The sorrow had finally met its match!

Music for me is like a prayer that | chant all day, right from the beginning of the day till the day's
tiredness puts me to sleep. Among the many dear teachers that | have had the chance to learn from,
Music too is one of them. It has taught me not dwell in the past, inspired confidence and hope that
tomorrow will always be a better day than today.

| have to mention my favourite singer here who introduced me and took me on a tour of the music
world — Shreya Ghoshal. Her melodious voice, sometimes filled with love, sometimes filled with pain,
breathes life into every song she sings. And at the same time, she tugs at the heart of millions of music
lovers, including me, making us emotional.

| have a dream, one that recur, that one day | will be able to sing just like her in front of an audience of
thousands and be able to reach out to them with my voice and make them love me.

Can | sing like her? No, | can't. But with practice, | hope to. And dreaming about it makes me happy,
irrespective of how my day is going. My experience as the lead vocalist of the “Pecker” band has
taught me that singing is all about coordination.
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A Poem Jigmet Lanzes | Class of 2016

4 )
“You are beautiful! No, | mean everyoneis.” g
She defined beauty like the lovely night,
Gorgeous itis, the cloudless starry skies
She looked like the moon, clearly shining bright,
And one thinks for sure, her smile is in my eyes.

| wonder, | wonder, if itis her smile,

That increases my heartbeat by a mile. _
And clearly her smile is a sight to behold, |
Atreasure more precious than diamond or gold.

What to do, how can | say, Lg.‘— |< Mo g ' ) ’JJS )

That seeing her makes my day?
That she is more beautiful than even spring,
One look at her and wonderful memories she brings.

Every night, | cannot sleep...sheis in my head,

And even mornings...she is still there, she never fled.
Butshe is a thing of joy, a work of art.

How do | possibly win her heart?

How do | let her know how deep my feelings go?
How can | tell her my heart is true?

What is a helpless boy like me to do,

When the most beautiful girl in the world is you?

In the winter, there might be bitter snow,

But amazingly, plants still find places to grow.

My feelings might not reach you, | might not escape death,
But do not worry, | loved you endlessly when | breathed.

So girl, I know you have choices,
But choices...letthem be.

For | also know that you hear voices,
Telling you it is me.

- /

Let the drums begin to roll... Stanzin Dawa | Class : 8A
-

has performed on stage only on special days. Since | joined it, | have
done two shows as a drummer. The first one at the school Expo
which was not that good. And another one during Teacher's Day i
which was not that bad. During the shows, we made many .
mistakes, but it does not matter because we are all learning.

We are hoping and trying to make the band a strong one. We are b
practising hard and hope to rock the stage next year. All members of
the band are hardworking and will do anything for music.

Our band's main support is the music teacher. He maintains the band's instruments and is an awesome
guitarist! | am sure we will rock!
- J
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C

harity begins at home...

-

N

| want to share my experience about how | collected money for HelpAge
India. First, | collected money from my own family. Then after that, |
started going to my neighbourhood. At that time, | felt nervous because |
was thinking how | can explain the purpose to them. After that, without
explaining, | would return back to my home. Then my parents would ask
“Did you finish collecting money?” And | would say no. | would feel afraid
and go to another room and started thinking about why | cannot collect
money for the poor.

Nowadays, many people are busy with their work or business and forget
to look after their parents and have started to give them away to old age
homes. But when | grow up, | will look after my parents. | will spend more
time with my parents.

Again, | went to my neighbourhood and started calling out to people and
explaining to them about why | was collecting money. And they started
donating. | went from one house to another, when | met my elder brother.
He joined to help too.

At the end, | was shocked because | could not imagine that | could collect so much money. The total
amount was Rs. 4,360. All of it has been given to Help Age India. | have collected this much of money

because | love my grandparents.

J

When the school meets the community, it is time for celebrations

The Druk White Lotus Expo 2017 Rigzin Angmo (co-Head Girh | Class : 9A

-

Jullay! I have noticed with great pride and satisfaction over the year how there has been development in
the school and the school Expo is the right time for us to express ourselves in front of the community and

students also learn how we should interact with them.

The main motive of the Expo is to raise funds for the school. All of the Dragonites' family work very hard to
help with the needs of the school. The third Annual Expo was simply amazing! | was playing a big role
there on the stage as the MC and DJ, helping play Hit Pop, Bollywood and Ladakhi songs on demand. It

was extremely exciting!

There were around 20 different stalls like food stalls, arts and a haunted house as well. There were
different cultural performances. The enthusiastic team of the school took great initiatives to entertain the

community.

My dad, being in the army really, has H“"&.__

shaped me to respect everyone and
have a sense of responsibility and &
discipline. For the third chapter of the
Expo, the Army was of great help to us. & :
They took initiative and raise the funds )
for the school. With all respect, | would |

like to express my sincere gratitude h
towards them and towards all the Druk
family for the successful third Expo.
Tashi Delek!
=
-

~




Adventure Exorcises Fears Chemat Angmo (Head Girl) | Class : 9B

It was indeed a wonderful experience to go out
on an outing with our beloved teachers. &
Appreciating the hard work of the teachers *
and the student council, the school decided to & .
take its' family for rafting. Sounds exciting, =
doesn't it?

Me and my friends really were very excited.
We have seen people rafting in pictures but
none of have any experience of rafting real life.
So, it was something new for almost all of us.
New things are always exciting.

Some of the teachers were nervous. Our
journey was supposed to start from Phey to
Nimmo, which was about 24 kms. Early in
the morning, the hostelers were getting ready for picnic while we were getting ready for the adventure.

Sadly, it was a cloudy day and we were told that it was going to be really cold in the valley. So, we wore warm
jackets. Two school buses were there to take us to Phey.

As we reached there, | saw blue and red rafting boats, which have a rope around them. As | observed, there
could be eight people in one boat. | used to think that we have to sit inside the raft. But my imagination was
completely wrong.

Our instructor told us that we have to sit on the edge of the boat. | was really nervous. | thought about how we
could balance our body. He gave us many instructions.

The best one was when he said “when you fall, balance on your back, smile, thumbs up, eyes open, and life is
great!”

So we were given suits to wear, paddles and helmets. Everybody were looking different and were laughing at
each other. There was a rescue team in which there were outsiders except one Ladakhi.

Ladakhis want a luxurious life in a place which is already full of adventures and challenges.

We were divided into seven rafts and our team was the first to start. We were instructed that there will be rapids
and | was already looking forward to it. At the start, the water was still and we practised paddling by
coordinating with each other. And it was teamwork.

The rescue team was present with us. We all were enjoying the nature when suddenly a rapid came and we were
shouting and holding the ropes. Some were throwing water at each other. We all were having fun.

As the raft was moving, there came a bog boulder. | looked at it, our raft was moving towards it at full speed. As |
stared at it, BANG! SPLASH! | feel into the river. My head was inside water, and paddle in my hand. |
remembered the instructions and tried to balance on my back.

It was very difficult to breathe as my mouth was full of water. So, | swallowed the water. Everyone was
encouraging me to be brave, but | felt like laughing. | was enjoying in the river because it was letting me float.

Then suddenly, my senses came back and | remembered that the water was about 10 feet deep. | was nervous
again but the rescue team was there to help and they pulled me up into the raft.

| was completely soaked, and to add to the problem, it began to rain. It was very windy so we were forced to stop
on the way. We boarded the buses and completed the rest of the journey on it. As soon as we reached Nimmo,
we changed clothes and had lunch.

Later, | came to know that many teachers had also fallen into the river. It was really a lifetime experience for all of
us.

Thank you school for giving us a memorable time!!

31



Bookworm's Corner Zanksit Palmo | Class : 98

-

I love to read. When life becomes banal, books come as | ,.H Tw
a life saver and take me to a world of adventure.

| like fiction and fantasy, especially about magical -
lands, creatures and people with magical powers like
Dobby the Elf and Dumbledore in Harry Potter. Fantasy
books are not like the real world which is full of sorrows.
In fiction, it usually ends with “...And they lived happily
ever after”.

ﬂ

Books have strengthened my vocabulary as well as
reading skills. They are my best friends and will never
leave my arms. They have become a part of my life.

The library has always been my favourite place in the
school and | am always excited about the 'Book of the
Month'. The library buys one book every month and |
wait for the new arrivals.




An ode to Arup Jigmet Tseskit | Class : 9A

Arup is an independent firm of designers and architects, working across the world to build eco buildings.

The school's buildings have been designed by volunteers. Working with architects from Arup Associates.
Designed to be built in stages, our plan for the school included teaching courtyards, a large dining hall and
kitchen, science and computer labs, an art studio, medical clinic, and accommodation for students and
teachers. All buildings have been built around the Central Courtyard, known as the '‘Mandala', an ancient Indian
symbol of wholeness, inclusivity and organization.

Given the extreme temperatures in Ladakh, the summers being hot and winters being bitterly cold, the buildings
have been designed to harness passive solar heating, such that even during winters, the rooms remain heated
with little to no reliance on fossil fuels driven electricity.

Working intimately with the school, Arup Associates have developed a unified and eco-sustainable design for
buildings in the school, based on energy conservation, preserving local culture and using native techniques.

Along the way, the design has earned Arup Associates and the school accolades in the international community,
with awards such as the prestigious “Best Educational Building” at the 2002 World Architecture Awards,
beating strong contenders from around the world. “In addition to the school's environmental aspirations, it
provides students with excellent premises. Who would not want to be educated in a building like this?” observed
the judges panel.

Seeing locally excavated rocks, stones, mud bricks, timber and grass used in the construction, His Holiness the
Dalai Lama was moved by the effort too. “The idea of having a modern school which lays equal emphasis on
preserving traditional culture is very encouraging.” he said.

Druk Padma Karpo School is indeed privileged to be associated with Arup Associates. Thank you, Arup!
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Congratulatory Note
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Master Sonam Tsering, Class 7th, hailing from Chuma Thang was conferred the Most Prestigious state award
The Rajaya Purskar by His Excellence Sh. N.N. Vohra Governor, J&K

]

Master Jigmat Phunchok, Class 9th, hailing from Chang Thang is a Winner at the International Forum
in Australia for his Creativity under the Title Himalaya through my eyes - Artworks.
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An Official visit of the chairman H. Eminence Thuksey Rinpoche with the Principal
to the Premium School, The Nanyang Girls, Singapore.

A new leaf, a new forum - Principal with | School visit by Core Commander,
President of Korean Culture Centre. Lt. Gen. Pannu and Guests.
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Adding Green value - celebrating the Founding Father's and School Chairman's
Joint B'days by giving earth to a new plant by H. Eminence Khamdrak Rinpoche.

Campus visit by a Prominent Educationist
Mr. Prabhat Rai Sinha - Founder, Ashoka Mission
accompanied by Ms. Dipam, Mr. Lobzang
& Mr. Rico-Lee.

A solemn celebration the Founders 2017.
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“Winner of the 3
District Football Tournament=
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Inspire to Aspire

Stanzin Tsomo and Dolker Lama | Class : 10

“Inspire to Aspire” in a
monthly ted-talk styled
event in which inspiring
achievers from Ladakh are
invited to share experience
of breaking barriers and
achieving goals in the face of
hardships with the students.

Inspire to Aspire. These
words itself have a powerful
impact on a student. Local
Ladakhis are invited to share
experiences with us. They
talk about their hardship,
hard work and success,
which we relate to. They give

information about things that are unknown to us and create an interest to do something fabulous in our

lives.

For example, Mr. Stanzin Gya, who was not born with a golden spoon in his mouth and comes from a
backwards background like all of us, told us stories of his hardships and how he followed what he

wanted to do. Today, he is a great film maker.

We also met Master. Phuntsog Wangchuk, 'a son of the soil', who had a great vision and achieved
remarkable success in the IT Sector. Sometimes, we do not feel confident of ourselves but as future
citizens of Ladakh, we must develop an aim to make it better.

Events like 'Inspire to Aspire' help remove the dust of ignorance from our eyes and inferiority complex in

our minds.
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They bring love and care .... and take away the pain! Dr. Seema and her team - Dubai (inset middle pic).
Dr. Shalml Pradhan of the Pradhan Dentals, Mumbai (Right hand Pic).

Every time, the most memorable and heart etching experience - Teacher's Day.
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Infant Section.

Flowers that bloom in our garden at DKPS -
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The stage breaker and shakers! Infant Morning Presentations.
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the Morning Presentations.

Student council, 2017.
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The investiture day
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ative Day - Preserving Culture, Living with it.

Our Wednesdays are celebrated as N
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The Annual School Pooja.
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The bedazzling performers - Best (class 2nd) Presentation for the Year, 2017.
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Clean the world make it a better place! Students geared up for Swachh Bharat Abhiyan.
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Important Notes




The School
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/ being one of the
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